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of his body; some of them burn him with live
brands; some mangle the body with their knives;
others cut off a piece of the flesh already roasted,
and eat it in his presence; some are seen filling his
wounds with powder and rubbing it over his whole
body, after which they set it on fire. In fine, each
one torments him according to his own caprice; and
this continues for four or five hours, and sometimes
even during two or three days. The more sharp and
piercing are the cries which the violence of these
torments make him utter, so much the more is the
spectacle pleasing and diverting to these barbarians.
It was the Iroquois who invented this frightful
manner of death, and it is only by the law of retalia-
tion that the Illinois, in their turn, treat these
Iroquois prisoners with an equal cruelty.

What we understand by the word Christianity is
known among the Savages only by the name of
Prayer. Thus, when I tell you in the continuation
of this letter that such a savage Tribe has embraced
Prayer, you must understand that it has become
Christian, or that it is about to become so. There
would be much less difficulty in converting the
Illinois, if Prayer permitted them to practice
Polygamy; they acknowledge that prayer is good,
and they are delighted to have it taught to their
wives and children; but, when we speak of it to
them for themselves, we realize how difficult it is to
fix their natural inconstancy, and to persuade them
to have only one wife and to have her always.

At the hour when we assemble, morning and
evening, to pray, all persons repair to the Chapel.
Even the greatest Jugglers—that is to say, the
greatest enemies to Religion —send their children



